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USMISSION NATO BRUSSELS 

UNCLAS LONDON 16048 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MARR, UK 

SUBJECT: SCHLESINGER VIEWS ON MASON: PRESS REPORTS 
REP: LONDON 15875 AND 15891; SECDEF MSG 052335Z DEC 74 

1 . DAILY TELEGRAPH OP 7 DEC AND SUNDAY TIMES OP 8 DEC 
BOTH CARRY BRIEF ACCOUNTS OF SECRETARY SCHLESINGER'S 
"PIRM DENIAL" OF EARLIER TELEGRAPH REPORT OF COOL SCHLE- 
SINGER-MASON RELATIONSHIP. 

2. TELEGRAPH ARTICLE OP 7 DEC, BY STEPHEN BARBER AND 
DATELINED WASHINGTON, POLLOWS UP REPORT OP DENIAL BY DIS- 
CUSSION OF ALLEGED SCHLESINGER VIEWS IN SOME DETAIL, 
NOTING THAT DURING HIS RECENT GERMAN TRIP, DEFENSE SEC- 
RETARY OBSERVED PRESENT BRITISH GOVERNMENT SIMPLY DOES 
NOT TAKE DEFENSE "SERIOUSLY" AS IS CASE IN BONN. 

3. BARBER WRITES THAT, WHILE SCHLESINGER IS EMBARRASSED 
TO HAVE HIS PEELINGS ABOUT MASON BECOME PUBLIC, THE SEC- 
RETARY DOES INDEED CONSIDER HIM A "NONENTITY". BARBER 
IMPLIES THAT THIS ATTITUDE, WHICH CONTRASTS TO THE SEC- 
RETARY'S GENERAL FEELING TOWARDS BRITAIN OF "WARMTH AND 
FRIENDSHIP, TINGED WITH REGRET", ACCOUNTS FOR HIS DECI- 
SION NOT TO STOP OPF IN LONDON ON HIS WAY TO GERMANY LAST 
MONTH, A CUSTOMARY OCCURRANCE IN TIMES PAST. 
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